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obtain any necessary inspections in order to close the permit. If a contractor
other than the original contractor listed on the permit is hired by the
property owner to close the permit, such contractor is not liable for any

defects in the work performed by the original contractor and is only liable for
the work that he or she performs.

2. The property owner may assume the role of an owner-builder, in
accordance with ss. 489.103(7) and 489.503(6).

3. For purposes of this section, the term “close” means that the
requirements of the permit have been satisfied.

b) If a building permit is expired and its requirements have been
substantially completed, as determined by the local enforcement agency, the

permit may be closed without having to obtain a new building permit, and

the work required to close the permit may be done pursuant to the building
code in effect at the time the local enforcement agency received the

application for the permit, unless the contractor has sought and received
approval from the local enforcement agency for an alternative material,
design, or method of construction.

(c) A local enforcement agency may close a building permit 6 years after

the issuance of the permit, even in the absence of a final inspection, if the
local enforcement agency determines that no apparent safety hazards exist.

(16)(a) A local enforcement agency may not deny issuance of a building
permit to, issue a notice of violation to, or fine, penalize, sanction, or assess
fees against an arms-length purchaser of a property for value solely because
a building permit was applied for by a previous owner of the property was

not closed. The local enforcement agency shall maintain all rights and
remedies against the property owner and contractor listed on the permit.

(b) The local enforcement agency may not deny issuance of a building

permit to a contractor solely because the contractor is listed on other
building permits that were not closed.

Section 6. Effective July 1, 2020, paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (7)
of section 553.73, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

553.73 Florida Building Code.—

(7)a) The commission shall adopt an updated Florida Building Code
every 3 years through review of the most current updates of the Interna-
tional Building Code, the International Fuel Gas Code, International
Existing Building Code, the International Mechanical Code, the Interna-
tional Plumbing Code, and the International Residential Code, all of which
are copyrighted and published by the International Code Council, and the
National Electrical Code, which is copyrighted and published by the
National Fire Protection Association. At a minimum, the commission
shall adopt any updates to such codes or any other code necessary to
maintain eligibility for federal funding and discounts from the National
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Flood Insurance Program, the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
and the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. The
commission shall also review and adopt updates based on the International
Energy Conservation Code (IECC); however, the commission shall maintain
the efficiencies of the Florida Energy Efficiency Code for Building Con-
struction adopted and amended pursuant to s. 553.901. Every 3 years, the
commission may approve updates to the Florida Building Code without a

finding that the updates are needed in order to accommodate the specific
needs of this state. The commission shall adopt updated codes by rule.

(c) The commission may also adopt as a technical amendment to the
Florida Building Code any portion of the codes identified in paragraph (a),
but only as needed to accommodate the specific needs of this state.
Standards or criteria adopted from these codes shall be incorporated by
reference to the specific provisions adopted. If a referenced standard or
criterion requires amplification or modification to be appropriate for use in
this state, only the amplification or modification shall be set forth in the
Florida Building Code. The commission may approve technical amendments
to the updated Florida Building Code after the amendments have been
subject to the conditions set forth in paragraphs (3)(a)-(d). Amendments that
are adopted in accordance with this subsection shall be clearly marked in
printed versions of the Florida Building Code so that the fact that the
provisions are amendments is readily apparent.

Section 7. Subsection (7) of section 553.80, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

553.80 Enforcement.—

(7) The governing bodies of local governments may provide a schedule of
reasonable fees, as authorized by s. 125.56(2) or s. 166.222 and this section,
for enforcing this part. These fees, and any fines or investment earnings
related to the fees, shall be used solely for carrying out the local
government’s responsibilities in enforcing the Florida Building Code.
When providing a schedule of reasonable fees, the total estimated annual
revenue derived from fees, and the fines and investment earnings related to
the fees, may not exceed the total estimated annual costs of allowable
activities. Any unexpended balances shall be carried forward to future years
for allowable activities or shall be refunded at the discretion of the local
government. A local government may not carry forward an amount
exceeding the average of its operating budget for enforcing the Florida
Building Code for the previous 4 fiscal years. For purposes of this subsection,
the term “operating budget” does not include reserve amounts. Any amount

exceeding this limit must be used as authorized in subparagraph (a)2.
However, a local government which established, as of January 1, 2019, a
Building Inspections Fund Advisory Board consisting of five members from

the construction stakeholder community and carries an unexpended balance
in excess of the average of its operating budget for the previous 4 fiscal years

may continue to carry such excess funds forward upon the recommendation
of the advisory board. The basis for a fee structure for allowable activities
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